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1 ‘Breeding Organisations’ (Breeders) include all organisations responsible for breeding and/or reproduction of farm animals (e.g., primary 
breeding, herdbook keeping, artificial insemination, embryo technology, hatchery, data recording). Breeding Organisations/Breeders do not 
have to carry out all these activities themselves. In the context of the Code EFABAR companies that carry out only reproduction or any other 
single activity are also considered as Breeding Organisations/Breeders. 

http://www.effab.info/
http://www.responsiblebreeding.eu/
http://www.responsiblebreeding.eu/


Code EFABAR 2023 

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders – EFFAB 

www.effab.info - www.responsiblebreeding.eu  

Table of Contents 

1. About Code EFABAR ........................................................................................................................... 3 

1.1. Background .................................................................................................................................... 3 

1.2. Objectives ...................................................................................................................................... 3 

1.3. Main principles............................................................................................................................... 4 

2. Implementation and adoption ............................................................................................................ 4 

2.1. Adoption ........................................................................................................................................ 4 

2.2. Certification ................................................................................................................................... 5 

3. Adoption and/or certification process ................................................................................................. 5 

Adoption and/or certification by Individual Companies ................................................................................. 6 
Adoption and/or certification by Multi-Branch Companies ............................................................................ 8 
Adoption and/or certification by members of Umbrella Organisations ......................................................... 9 

4. Confidentiality ................................................................................................................................. 11 

5. Implementation, assessment, validation, decision, control, validity .................................................... 11 

5.1. Implementation ........................................................................................................................... 11 

5.2. Assessment, validation and decision process ................................................................................. 11 

5.3. Control and validity ...................................................................................................................... 11 

6. Complaints procedure ...................................................................................................................... 12 

7. Costs ................................................................................................................................................ 12 

8. Renewal General Regulations ........................................................................................................... 12 

9. Reference documents ....................................................................................................................... 12 

 

  

http://www.effab.info/
http://www.responsiblebreeding.eu/


Code EFABAR 2023 

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders – EFFAB 

www.effab.info - www.responsiblebreeding.eu  

1. About Code EFABAR 
 

Code EFABAR is a voluntary ‘Code of Good Practice’ for farm animal breeding organisations. 

It is designed to provide users with practical guidelines and tools to achieve responsible and 

balanced farm animal breeding while at the same time delivering improved transparency for 

the wider society.  

The commitment to and the use of this Code demonstrates that breeding organisations and 

their members conduct responsible and balanced breeding. 

The Code can be applied to many farmed animal species, including aquaculture, pigs, poultry, 

ruminants, and insects; the principles may also be adapted to many other breeding species.  

The Code is based on European principles and legislation but can also be used in a more 

international context – helping breeders to meet European standards in a global market.  

1.1. Background 
 

CODE EFABAR was developed over several years from a series of European Commission-

funded projects2,3.  

The Sustainable Farm Animal Breeding and Reproduction project, which started in 2000, 

developed into Code EFABAR. This project combined expertise from 40 scientific experts, 

business representatives, and socioeconomics experts. They defined sustainable animal 

breeding and developed sustainable breeding scenarios. 

However, in time the definition of sustainability has been adjusted in accordance with updated 

insights. 

 In 2023, an update was carried out to enhance the six pillars of Code EFABAR and to engage 

Animal Breeders further. A notable addition in the 2023 version is the insect template, 

introduced in response to members' requests. 

1.2. Objectives 
 

The main objectives of Code EFABAR are: 

• to be the standard instrument for the definition and maintenance of sustainable and 
responsible farm animal breeding.  

• to create transparency in society. 

  

 
2 Sustainable European Farm Animal Breeding and Reproduction (SEFABAR, EU funded project QLG7-CT-2000-01368) www.effab.info/sefabar 
and Farm Animal Breeding and Society (BIO4-1998-970055). 
3 Code of Good Practice for European Farm Animal Breeding and Reproduction (EU funded project FOOD-CT-2003-506506). www.effab.info. 
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1.3. Main principles 
 

▪ Code EFABAR is based on the following main principles: 

▪ Implementation of Code EFABAR is voluntary. All member companies of EFFAB are 

strongly encouraged to implement it. All member associations (umbrella organisations) 

are strongly encouraged to stimulate their member companies to implement it. 

▪ The provisions of Code EFABAR are equal to or higher than current national and/or EU 

legislation. However, the use of the Code does not replace these. 

▪ Code EFABAR may be implemented via existing management practices.  

▪ Code EFABAR is designed to be complementary to other existing Good Practice initiatives4. 

▪ Code EFABAR has been reviewed and updated by EFFAB every three years since 2005. The 

last update was performed in 2023. 

▪ EFFAB encourages its members to implement the Code by providing training and practical 

advice. 

▪ Information about Code EFABAR is publicly available at the Code EFABAR website.  

2.  Implementation and adoption 
 

Breeding companies can adopt Code EFABAR and (if wished) become certified for Code 

EFABAR. EFFAB assists members (companies and members of umbrella organisations) that 

wish to adopt and (if wished) become certified in adopting and certification. 

2.1. Adoption 
 

Member companies can adopt Code EFABAR, by making clear how they have undertaken steps 

to comply with the general statements of Code EFABAR. These General Statements are in the 

‘Code of Good Practice for Farm Animal Breeding and Reproduction Organisations’.  

 

Species-specific templates for addressing societal challenges demonstrate how Code EFABAR 

is part of the company’s ethos and policy. For more information, see the “Adoption and 

certification process” section in this document. 

Umbrella organisations can take the lead in adopting Code EFABAR by its member companies. 

In this case, the umbrella organisation is responsible for the adoption process of its members. 

The members of the umbrella organisations that intend to adopt Code EFABAR shall be 

notified to the EFFAB secretariat by the Letter of Approval and Application. 

 
4 E.g. Code of Good Veterinary Practice, Code of Conduct for European Aquaculture, Code of Practice for Good Animal Feeding, Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Aquaculture Assurance Standard, GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance. 
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2.2. Certification 
 

In preparation for certification, an implementation plan for integrating the Code into a 

management system (with an accredited certification system) by the applicant is required.  

Code EFABAR is compatible with several quality assurance schemes and codes that are 

certified.5 

The certification is performed by an independent certification body via an audit that is based 

on the species-specific template. 

Nevertheless, EFFAB’s assessment and confirmation are prerequisites for certifying Code 

EFABAR.  

3.  Adoption and/or certification process 
 

EFFAB assists the applying companies in the process required for adoption and/or certification 

of Code EFABAR. 

When adopting Code EFABAR, no external assessment will be conducted for confidentiality 

reasons.  

For companies planning to adopt Code EFABAR, the company's management must agree to 

start the process and fill in the relevant species-specific template to demonstrate how the 

societal and environmental challenges are addressed in the company´s policy and breeding 

program.  

This process should be communicated within the company, and required possible additional 

activities must be implemented. Having finalised this preparation process, EFFAB is contacted 

for registration, assessment, and confirmation.  

The following steps shall be followed for adoption and/or certification. 

  

 
5 E.g. Code of Good Veterinary Practice, Code of Conduct for European Aquaculture, Code of Practice for Good Animal Feeding, Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Assurance Standard Aquaculture, GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance 
Livestock. 
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Adoption and/or certification by Individual Companies 

 

1. The Breeding Organisation indicates to EFFAB that it is interested in adopting and/or 

getting certified for Code EFABAR. 

 

2. EFFAB sends the required documents to achieve compliance.  

 

3. The Company undertakes the steps indicated in the “Letter of Adoption”, signs the 

letter and sends it back to EFFAB, confirming that: 

 

▪ Code EFABAR has been discussed in detail with the relevant managers of the 

company, and there is common agreement on the fact that Code EFABAR 

represents the company’s ethos and policy regarding its animal breeding policy. 

▪ The company fulfils the five following General Statements: 

 

o Comply with all relevant national and EU legislation, e.g., zootechnical, animal 

welfare and animal health legislation, 

o Consult and collaborate with international, national, and regional authorities 

for the development and implementation of policies to support economic, 

environmental and social sustainability of the animal breeding sector, 

o Maintain high standards of biosecurity to minimise disease transmission, 

o Ensure the health and welfare of the animals under their care, 

o Ensure balanced breeding to produce sufficient, safe, nutritious, and healthy 

food while considering genetic diversity, resource efficiency, environment, 

animal health, and welfare. 

o  

▪ The species-specific template, indicating whether and how the societal challenges 

are addressed in the company policy, the breeding program and the used breeding 

and reproduction technologies, must be filled in, signed and stamped by the 

adopting company in two copies and sent to the EFFAB secretariat. 

▪ The company is advised to send a draft of the filled-in template to the EFFAB 

secretariat for a pre-assessment before signing the template and the Letter of 

Adoption to avoid confusion. After approval by the EFFAB secretariat, the papers 

could be signed and stamped. 

▪ The staff and relevant employees of the company are informed about the content 

of Code EFABAR, the filled-in template and the implementation process.  

▪ After approval of adoption EFFAB Director will sign and stamp the 2 copies of the 

template and inform the company with a Letter of Confirmation and send one 

copy of the approved template to the company. Then the company could inform 

its clients. 

http://www.effab.info/
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▪ The company agrees to comply with the procedure for complaints. 

▪ If the company is willing to become certified for Code EFABAR by a certification 

body, it may apply to one after it has already received the confirmation letter from 

EFFAB. 
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Adoption and/or certification by Multi-Branch Companies 

 

1. The Company Headquarters indicates to EFFAB that one or more of its branches are 

interested in adopting and/or certification of Code EFABAR. 

2. EFFAB sends the required documents to achieve compliance.  

3. The Company Headquarters undertakes the steps indicated in the “Letter of Adoption 

for Multi-Branch Companies”, signs the letter, and sends it back to EFFAB, confirming 

that: 

▪ Code EFABAR has been discussed in detail with the relevant managers of the 

applying branches and there is common agreement on the fact that Code EFABAR 

represents the company’s ethos and policy regarding its animal breeding policy. 

▪ The adopting branch(es) fulfil(s) the five following General Statements: 

o Comply with all relevant national and EU legislation e.g., zootechnical, animal 

welfare and animal health legislation, 

o Consult and collaborate with international, national, and regional authorities 

for the development and implementation of policies to support economic, 

environmental, and social sustainability of the animal breeding sector, 

o Maintain high standards of biosecurity to minimise disease transmission, 

o Ensure the health and welfare of the animals under their care, 

o Ensure balanced breeding to produce sufficient, safe, nutritious, and healthy 

food while considering genetic diversity, resource efficiency, environment, 

animal health, and welfare. 

▪ The species-specific template(s), indicating how the societal challenges are 

addressed in the branch(es)’(s) policy and breeding program and the used 

breeding and reproduction technologies has (have) to be filled in, signed and 

stamped in two copies by each of the adopting branch(es) and sent to the EFFAB 

secretariat.  

▪ The branch(es) is (are) advised to send a draft of the filled-in template(s) to the 

EFFAB secretariat for a pre-assessment before signing the template(s) and the 

Letter(s) of Adoption to avoid confusion. After approval by the EFFAB 

secretariat, the papers could be signed and stamped. 

▪ The staff and relevant employees of the branch(es) are informed about the 

content of Code EFABAR and the implementation process.  

▪ After approval of adoption EFFAB Director will sign and stamp the 2 copies of the 

template and inform the company with a Letter of Confirmation and send one 

copy of the approved template to the company. Then the adopting branch(es) 

could inform its (their) clients. 

▪ The adopting branch(es) agree(s) to comply with the procedure for complaints. 

▪ Suppose the adopting branch(es) is (are) willing to become certified for Code 

EFABAR by a certification body. In that case, it (they) may apply to one after it 

(they) has (have) already received the confirmation letter from EFFAB. 
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Adoption and/or certification by members of Umbrella Organisations 

 

1. The Umbrella Organisation indicates to EFFAB that one or multiple of its members are 

interested in adopting and/or certification of Code EFABAR. 

2. EFFAB sends the required documents to the Umbrella Organisation to achieve 

compliance.  

3. The Umbrella Organisation undertakes the steps indicated in the “Letter of Approval 

and Application for Umbrella Organisations”, signs the letter and sends it back to 

EFFAB, confirming that: 

▪ The governing body of the umbrella organisation (board of directors, technical 

committee, steering committee, general assembly) and its management/staff consider 

that Code EFABAR should be adopted by its member companies and that the Code is 

part of its policy. The organisation considers this in its communication with its 

members. 

▪ The umbrella organisation assigns a Code EFABAR coordinator within the organisation, 

which will support its members by preparing a sample species-specific template. This 

template will be sent to the members for member-specific adjustments. After 

returning the templates to the coordinator, he/she is responsible for verifying the 

content and that the applicant member(s) complies (comply) with the requirements of 

adopting Code EFABAR. 

▪ The umbrella organisation verifies that its adopting member(s) fulfil(s) the five 

following General Statements: 

▪  

o Comply with all relevant national and EU legislation e.g., zootechnical, animal 

welfare and animal health legislation, 

o Consult and collaborate with international, national, and regional authorities 

for the development and implementation of policies to support economic, 

environmental and social sustainability of the animal breeding sector, 

o Maintain high standards of biosecurity to minimise disease transmission, 

o Ensure the health and welfare of the animals under their care, 

o Ensure balanced breeding to produce sufficient, safe, nutritious, and healthy 

food while considering genetic diversity, resource efficiency, environment, 

animal health and welfare. 

o  

▪ The member-specific template(s) indicating how the societal challenges are addressed 

in the company’s policy, breeding program and the used breeding and reproduction 

technologies per species (s) has (have) to be filled in, signed and stamped in two copies 

by each of the adopting companies and sent to the coordinator together with the 

Letter of Adoption (for individual companies). 

▪ The member(s) is (are) advised to send a draft of the filled-in template(s) to the 

coordinator for a pre-assessment before signing the template(s) and the Letter(s) of 

http://www.effab.info/
http://www.responsiblebreeding.eu/


Code EFABAR 2023 

European Forum of Farm Animal Breeders – EFFAB 

www.effab.info - www.responsiblebreeding.eu  

Adoption to avoid confusion. After approval by the coordinator, the papers could be 

signed and stamped. 

▪ The coordinator is advised to consult the EFFAB secretariat in case of doubts about the 

content of the template(s) 

▪ After verification, the coordinator sends the templates and the Letter(s) of Adoption 

to the EFFAB secretariat with a Letter of Approval and Application. 

▪ The staff of the adopting company(ies) are informed on the content of Code EFABAR 

and the implementation process.  

▪ After approval of adoption, the EFFAB Director will sign and stamp the 2 copies of each 

company’s template, inform the Umbrella Organisation with a Letter of Confirmation, 

and send one copy of the approved templates to the Umbrella Organisation. Then, the 

umbrella organisation and the adopting company(ies) will inform its (their) clients. 

▪ The adopting company(ies) agree to comply with the procedure for complaints. 

▪ Suppose the adopting company(ies) is (are) willing to become certified for Code 

EFABAR by a certification body. In that case, it (they) may apply to one after it (they) 

has (have) already received the confirmation letter from EFFAB. 

▪ The umbrella organisation should aim at that Code EFABAR is adopted and 

implemented by all its members. 

 

EFFAB: 

 

▪ Assesses the species/member-specific template(s) and the Letters of Adoption. This is 

done strictly confidentially. 

▪ Confirms adoption of Code EFABAR with a Letter of Confirmation and the EFFAB 

Director signs & stamps the 2 copies of the template. Send one of the copies of the 

template to the adopting company. 

▪ Issues the adoption certificate, signed by the director of EFFAB. 

▪ Publicise the name of the breeding companies that have adopted/certified Code 

EFABAR on the Code EFABAR website. 

▪ In the case of multi-branch companies, the names of the adopting branches are 

published on the Code EFABAR website. 

▪ In the case of Umbrella Organisations, the name of the Umbrella Organisation and the 

adopting member(s) are published on the Code EFABAR website. 

▪ Provides promotion materials (if available). 

▪ Approves the companies’ use of Code EFABAR logo e.g., on website, letter paper. 

▪ Stores the documentation of the companies and declares confidentiality.  
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4. Confidentiality 
 

All documents provided by the applicant will be treated and kept strictly confidential. 

The documents and all information included in the application will never be provided to third 

parties. 

Processes of control of implementation by EFFAB are carried out strictly confidential. 

The Species-Specific Templates (unfilled) are publicly available on the EFFAB website. 

5. Implementation, assessment, validation, decision, control, validity 

5.1. Implementation 
 

Implementation of Code EFABAR is voluntary.  

To adopt Code EFABAR, breeding organisations must demonstrate in a written species-specific 

template how they implement Code EFABAR in their company’s policy and breeding program.  

In Code EFABAR, i.e., the “Species Specific Template”, the company must show how the 

company has put sustainable and responsible breeding into practice.  

5.2.  Assessment, validation and decision process  
 

The EFFAB secretariat will assess and validate the species-specific template of the applicant 

and the Letter of Adoption. If needed EFFAB can request additional information from the 

applicant. 

The applicant must satisfy all necessary steps to be taken and as described in the adoption 

process to achieve the approval and the acceptance of Code EFABAR adoption by EFFAB.  

o The application must be validated by the Director of EFFAB 
o The final decision on approval of adoption is taken by the Director of EFFAB. 
o The issue of the certificate is under the responsibility of the Director of EFFAB.  

5.3. Control and validity  
 

The validity of the certificate for three years starting with day of issue.   
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6. Complaints procedure 
 

Complaints related to compliance with Code EFABAR about organisations that have adopted 

Code EFABAR and included it in their management system may be filed through the Code 

EFABAR website. 

The “Complaints procedure” must be followed carefully.  

7. Costs 
 

Adoption of Code EFABAR 2023 is free of charge for EFFAB members. 

8.  Renewal General Regulations 
 

The General Regulations of Code EFABAR will be reviewed every three years, together with 

the other documents of Code EFABAR. The next review will take place in 2025 for an updated 

Code EFABAR 2026. 

9. Reference documents 
 

• Code EFABAR – General document 

• Species specific templates  

• Complaints procedure 

• Letter of Adoption for individual companies 

• Letter of Approval and Application for Umbrella Organisations 

• Letter of Adoption for the Multi Branch Companies 
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